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Minding the Gap 
Jonathan S. Raymond and Roger J. Green

The November 2020 issue of Word & Deed marks the 22nd year 
of the journal as a platform for scholarship and discussion of the 
Army’s doctrine, ministry, and mission, progress as a movement, 
its motivation, and ultimately its telos. Glory to God! The journal’s 
purpose is “to encourage and disseminate the thinking of Salva-
tionists and other Christian colleagues on matters broadly related 
to the theology and ministry of The Salvation Army. The journal 
provides a means to understand topics central to the mission of 
The Salvation Army, integrating the Army’s theology and ministry 
in response to Christ’s command to love God and our neighbor.” 
The contents of this issue are in this spirit and consistent with the 
journal’s purpose in light of our present day.

The year 2020 will not be forgotten readily nor for generations 
to come. It will be remembered for its global brokenness and suf-
fering, and yet also for occasioning a universally pervasive sense 
of hope. We’ve seen the brokenness, the devastation of human 
lives from the COVID-19, the world-wide wreckage of national 
economies, the ubiquitous escalation of human poverty throughout 
WKH�ZRUOG���WKH�WUDXPD�RI�VRFLDO�FRQÁLFW�RYHU�D�ORQJ�OLVW�RI�KXPDQ�
rights concerns, and the continuing decline of the Church in the 
Global West. Nevertheless, we’ve also experienced prevailing 
VHOI�JLYLQJ��VHOI�VDFULÀFLDO�FRPSDVVLRQ�WKDW�RFFDVLRQV�VSLULWXDO�DQG�
VRFLDO�KHDOLQJ��DIÀUPDWLRQ�RI�WKH�VDQFWLW\�DQG�GLJQLW\�RI�OLIH��DQG�
reasons for hope. In times of global crisis, opportunities exist for 
all Christians  missionally to mind the gap between brokenness and 
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hope. Out of a robust Salvationist theology of salvation, both spir-
itual and social, all those who identify with and practice Salvation-
LVP�PLQG�WKH�JDS��%\�VR�GRLQJ�WKH\�DIÀUP�WKH�$UP\·V�PLVVLRQ�DQG�
purpose. In this issue of Word & Deed, we focus on minding the 
gap with three topics related to Salvationism: the issue of human 
dignity, the co-missional challenge of home and ministry, and the 
work of bringing the peace of Christ to others. 

The paper written by Aimee Patterson presents a matter deserv-
ing of attention, that is the dignity of all human beings. Patterson 
discusses the importance of both intrinsic and extrinsic human 
dignity with extrinsic being secondary to or the consequence of 
intrinsic dignity. She offers a critique of how human dignity tends 
to be trending without clarity in its use as a descriptor in social 
services, literature, and media. The tendency creates an image that 
projects human dignity as dependent on the charity of others (ex-
trinsic) when instead it is central to a person’s identity as a human 
being made in the image of God and therefore deserving social and 
self-regard (dignity). Such intrinsic dignity “calls us to recognize, 
DIÀUP��DQG�KRQRU�WKH�SHRSOH�ZH�VHUYH�µ�DQG�WKHUHE\�PLQG�WKH�JDS�

Word & Deed is The Salvation Army journal of theology and 
ministry. The contribution of Catherine Mount to this issue of 
Word & Deed highlights the challenge of two missional callings 
and responsibilities. In “The Sacred Rhythm of Family and Minis-
try: Elusive or Attainable,” the author presents the dilemma many 
$UP\�RIÀFHUV�IDFH�LQ�EHLQJ�IDLWKIXO�WR�IDPLO\��HVSHFLDOO\�LQ�WKH�
SDUHQWLQJ�DQG�GLVFLSOLQJ�RI�FKLOGUHQ��DQG�WR�WKH�IXOÀOOPHQW�WKHLU�
RIÀFHU·V�FRYHQDQW�LQ�WKH�FRQWH[W�RI�RWKHU·V�SHUFHSWLRQV�DQG�H[-
pectations. Mount addresses the challenge of competing priorities 
by referencing Scripture, quoting the Founder, and proposing a 
framework of cohesive sacred rhythm of both arenas of ministry. 
Though not discussed, Mount’s perspective and framework may 
be an answer to family and ministry tensions and brokenness.  In 
the broader context of the Army, where “life is ministry,” much 
of Mount’s message has value to mind the gap for all covenanted 
6DOYDWLRQLVWV��RIÀFHUV�DQG�VROGLHUV�DOLNH�

We are pleased to continue a focus on the Army as a church by 
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the contribution of a paper written some years ago by Lyell and 
Elaine Rader. As the Army transitioned from its origins to be-
coming a church, it increasingly took on the characteristics at the 
local level of a church. Corps became contexts for growing saints, 
making disciples, and exercising pastoral responsibilities within the 
UHVSHFWLYH�FRQJUHJDWLRQV��2IÀFHUV·�FRXQFLOV�LQFUHDVLQJO\�IHDWXUHG�
SDVWRUDO�WKHPHV�LQ�UHVSRQVH�WR�RIÀFHUV·�VSLULWXDO�QHHGV�UHODWHG�WR�
WKH�VWUHVVHV�DQG�FKDOOHQJHV�RI�RIÀFHUV·�DSSRLQWPHQWV��)URP�WLPH�WR�
time, Word & Deed publishes papers that focus on ministry. The 
Rader paper is entitled “Peace to You . . . Studies in Paul’s Peace.” 
The authors portrayed the Apostle Paul as having something to say  
about the transitions we experience in ministry over a life time re-
garding the personal matter of peace. They reveal how Paul frames 
in his writings the topic of peace over four seasons of life: Spring—
The Holy Seed;  Summer—The Ripening Fruit; Autumn — The 
Trampled Vintage, and Winter—The Mellow Wine. The Raders use 
a diverse array of Scripture, literature, and story to guide the reader 
through the seasons of peace by sharing Paul’s message of peace 
to us  in all seasons of life. Just a word of explanation about this 
article—although we generally use endnotes for our articles, we 
have decided to publish this paper simply as it came to us after the 
promotion to glory of Lyell Rader two years ago.

Please note that following the articles we have included two up-
to-date indices of the material in Word & Deed since its inception.  
We are indebted to our friend, Robin Rader, for her work in prepar-
ing these indices.

In a time of escalating brokenness, The Salvation Army in word 
DQG�GHHG�FDQ�UDLVH�WKH�EDQQHU�RI�KXPDQ�GLJQLW\�WR�DIÀUP�WKH�YDOXH�
and worth of all peoples. At the local church/corps level, it can 
mobilize, enable, discern, and align its purpose with God’s mis-
sion for such a time as this. And as an Army, we can mind the gaps 
bringing grace, hope, peace, and healing to a troubled world all to 
the glory of God.

JSR
RJG
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Aimee Patterson is Christian ethics consultant at The Salvation Army Ethics Centre 
in Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada.

The Salvation Army 
and Human Dignity

Aimee Patterson

Human dignity is essential to Salvation Army doctrine and work. 
In my work as an ethicist in The Salvation Army, I propose the 
dignity of all human beings is a concept deserving closer attention 
at this time.

Generally speaking, the noun “dignity” refers to a property sig-
nifying worth or value. There are various ways to attribute dignity 
to something or someone. I begin by identifying two ways dignity 
can be described and understood, taking time to contrast the theo-
logical implications of each one. Then, I introduce some risks that 
have come with a recent trend in the way The Salvation Army em-
ploys this word, particularly when “dignity” is used as a descriptor 
of the social services provided by The Salvation Army.

I have a personal impetus for this project. In 2019, the Canada 
and Bermuda Territory made “dignity” one of its four core values. 
Having four core values helps us keep them at the forefront of our 
minds and eases straightforward application from value to ac-
tion. In our territory, it is critical that all Salvationists have a clear 
understanding as to what is meant when we call dignity a value. 
2IÀFLDO�WHUULWRULDO�OLWHUDWXUH�LOOXVWUDWHV�WKH�YDOXH�RI�GLJQLW\�ZLWK�WKH�
following statement: “We respect and value each other, recognizing 
everyone’s worth.” And “To be human is to bear the image of God. 
This is innate and inalienable; it cannot be earned or taken away. It 
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gives every human being a fundamental equality with every other 
human being.”1

In qualifying dignity with the terms “innate” and “inalienable,” 
this value statement insists human dignity is intrinsic. Before mov-
ing further on the theological foundation for intrinsic human digni-
ty, let me linger on the idea that a human being has dignity by vir-
tue of being a human being. This concept is embraced beyond the 
Christian faith. The most widely used example of intrinsic human 
dignity is found in Article 1 of the Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights (UDHR): “All human beings are born free and equal in dig-
nity and rights.”2 It is because of the regard for the equal dignity of 
all human beings that the United Nations can advance the idea that 
human rights are universal.

Of course, the UDHR asserts universal dignity and rights apart 
from any rationale. It is axiomatic. This move was intentional in 
the drafting of the UDHR. Those who embrace intrinsic human 
dignity do not necessarily share a common foundation. They can 
arrive at the same conclusion by walking different routes. But 
accepting intrinsic dignity as given is a strength. Those who ad-
here to the Declaration can work together toward the realization of 
universal human rights without rejecting their respective cultural or 
religious foundations. Eleanor Roosevelt explained the pragmatism 
behind this decision:

Now, I happen to believe that we are born free and 
equal in dignity and rights because there is a divine 
Creator, and there is a divine spark in men. But, there 
were other people around the table who wanted it ex-
pressed in such a way that they could think in their 
SDUWLFXODU�ZD\�DERXW�WKLV�TXHVWLRQ��DQG�ÀQDOO\��WKHVH�
words were agreed upon because they…left it to 
each of us to put in our own reasons, as we say, for 
that end.3

Let us move on to The Salvation Army’s theological foundation 
for intrinsic human dignity. In accordance with many Christian 
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bodies, The Salvation Army asserts human beings have intrinsic 
dignity because our dignity is given by God. We see this foun-
dation articulated in the most authoritative sources of Salvation 
Army doctrine, theology, and ethics. In his positive response to 
the UDHR, General Peddle asserts: “We believe that every human 
being is made in the image of God, which imbues each individual 
with dignity and worth.”4 We move from there to the Handbook 
of Doctrine: “Humanity was created in the image and likeness of 
God. This gives dignity and worth to every individual whatever 
their personal, cultural, religious or socio-economic circumstanc-
es.”5�0DQ\�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�SRVLWLRQDO�VWDWHPHQWV�DIÀUP�LQWULQVLF�KX-
man dignity. In the International Positional Statement on Abortion, 
we read: “The Salvation Army believes all people are created in 
the image of God and therefore have unique and intrinsic value.”6 
A recent report from the International Social Justice Commission 
claims, “The instinctive protection of human life is a universally 
À[HG�YDOXH«�/LIH�LV�D�JLIW�IURP�*RG��QRW�WR�EH�YLRODWHG��GLVSRVHG�
or destroyed. Rather, we are entrusted to protect and care for life.”7

Finally, in a lesser known document developed and adopted by 
the Canada and Bermuda Territory in 2016, the following descrip-
tion is offered:

The Salvation Army believes that all human beings 
have dignity. Human beings are created in the im-
age of God, whose love for each one of us includes 
a plan of redemption for all….The Salvation Army 
believes that human dignity is not conditional on an 
individual’s capacities or quality of life. Even where 
people may feel their own dignity is compromised by 
the circumstances of their life, The Salvation Army 
is compelled to witness to God’s equal regard for all 
human beings and the dignity that is inherent in each 
of us.8

The Salvation Army makes a direct theological link between 
intrinsic dignity and the creation of human beings in the image of 
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God. Exploring this link is important, but space does not allow for 
a thorough investigation here.9 I want to attend to something else in 
the statement last quoted: Even with intrinsic dignity, a person can 
IHHO�XQGLJQLÀHG��,�FDOO�DWWHQWLRQ�WR�WKLV�QRZ�EHFDXVH�LW�OHDGV�WRZDUG�
a second understanding of human dignity.
+XPDQ�GLJQLW\�FDQ�EH�GHÀQHG�DV�H[WULQVLF��7KDW�LV��WKH�YDOXH�RI�

human beings is founded and dependent on something external 
to or beyond our being. In modern Western society and culture, 
the foundation for extrinsic dignity is individual autonomy, which 
includes the freedom and ability to make choices about one’s own 
life. From this perspective, an individual’s value is conditional. It 
depends on circumstance, such as health and physical and mental 
ability. It depends on social regard, including how one is treated 
according to one’s gender, ethnicity, economic class, and so on. 
Extrinsic dignity is also dependent on one’s self-regard. Usually, 
extrinsic dignity is contingent on a combination of these three: cir-
cumstance, social regard, and self-regard. In short, extrinsic dignity 
is something that can be gained and lost.

Theologically and morally, it is quite acceptable for a Salva-
tionist to refer to human dignity according to both its intrinsic and 
extrinsic qualities. But this must be done with the following cave-
at: A person’s extrinsic dignity must be seen as secondary to or the 
consequence of his or her intrinsic dignity. Put differently, positive 
circumstances, positive social regard, and positive self-regard can 
be good things for a person, but they are so because that person is 
ÀUVW�RI�DOO�YDOXHG�E\�*RG�

The work that comes out of such an understanding of human 
dignity is a kind of service that is particularly Christian. We only 
need remember Jesus’ commands to love one’s neighbour as 
oneself and to love one’s neighbour as one is loved by God. When 
we are convinced of the intrinsic dignity of those we serve, we 
ZDQW�WKHP�WR�KDYH�SRVLWLYH�VHOI�UHJDUG��)XOÀOOLQJ�WKLV�GHVLUH�HQWDLOV�
doing the work it takes to improve their circumstances. And per-
haps even more important for self-regard is the active demonstra-
tion of positive social regard. From a palliative care perspective, 
SV\FKRORJLVW�+DUYH\�&KRFKLQRY�SXWV�LW�WKLV�ZD\��´7KH�UHÁHFWLRQ�
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that patients see of themselves in the eye of the care provider must 
XOWLPDWHO\�DIÀUP�WKHLU�VHQVH�RI�GLJQLW\��$W�OHDVW�LQ�SDUW��LW�ZRXOG�
appear, dignity resides in the eye of the beholder.”10

The Salvation Army holds that intrinsic human dignity cannot 
be removed or altered by circumstance, social regard, or self-re-
gard. However, we are all capable of disregarding and dishonour-
ing other people. We are also capable of failing to believe that all 
human beings have intrinsic dignity. This failure may be catalyzed 
by a secular culture that is moving away from a belief in intrinsic 
human dignity. I only need illustrate this by making reference to 
recent changes in Canadian law.
,Q�������TXDOLÀHG�LQGLYLGXDOV�LQ�&DQDGD�EHFDPH�HOLJLEOH�WR�

receive Medical Assistance in Dying (MAiD), a practice that in-
cludes both euthanasia and assisted suicide carried out by medical 
professionals. Over the several decades leading up to the recent 
changes in the legal and public health care systems, much of the 
advocacy for assisted dying has presumed a particular interpreta-
tion of human rights and human dignity that rests exclusively on 
LQGLYLGXDO�DXWRQRP\��,W�LV�XQGLJQLÀHG��LW�LV�RIWHQ�VDLG��WR�VXIIHU�
the loss of control over one’s life or to live dependent on others. It 
should come as no surprise that a leading Canadian MAiD advo-
cacy group claims the moniker “Dying with Dignity.” Similarly, 
Oregon and Washington, two US states that legally permit as-
sisted suicide, call their respective laws the “Death with Dignity 
Act.” Research in these two states indicate that loss of dignity and 
autonomy are among the highest reasons for requesting assisted 
suicide.11

The Salvation Army’s International Positional Statement on Eu-
WKDQDVLD�DQG�$VVLVWHG�6XLFLGH�UHJDUGV�SHRSOH�ZKR�DUH�DIÁLFWHG�ZLWK�
the kinds of suffering I have mentioned with compassion. It advo-
cates for quality, holistic, palliative care throughout the continuum 
of life. And it opposes euthanasia and assisted suicide based on an 
understanding of human dignity grounded in intrinsic value:

The Salvation Army considers each person to be of 
LQÀQLWH�YDOXH�� SRVVHVVLQJ� LQKHUHQW� GLJQLW\�� DQG� WKDW�
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each life is a gift from God to be cherished, nurtured 
and redeemed. Human life, made in the image of 
God, is sacred and has an eternal destiny (Genesis 
1:27). Human beings were created for relationships 
and for those relationships to be expressed living in 
community, including in times of death (1 Corinthi-
ans 12:26; 1 John 3:14).12

While the statement does not dismiss the goodness of individual 
autonomy, it turns our attention to the theological values of rela-
tionship and community. Building the kinds of communities that 
FDQ�DIÀUP�GLJQLW\�HYHQ�DQG�HVSHFLDOO\�LQ�WKH�PLGVW�RI�VXIIHULQJ�LV�
critical to a Salvation Army understanding of what it is to be hu-
man and what it is to follow Jesus.

With that, I move on to how human dignity tends to be used as a 
descriptor for Salvation Army ministry, principally when it comes 
WR�VRFLDO�VHUYLFHV�PLQLVWULHV��'HVSLWH�WKH�RIÀFLDOO\�SURIHVVHG�EHOLHI�
in the priority of intrinsic human dignity, I notice a disturbing trend 
in recent Salvation Army literature and media. Frequently, the term 
´GLJQLW\µ�LV�XVHG�LQ�D�ZD\�WKDW�LV�QRW�FOHDUO\�GHÀQHG��EXW�QRQHWKH-
OHVV�LPSOLHV�WKDW�KXPDQ�GLJQLW\�LV�ÀUVW�RI�DOO�H[WULQVLF��VRPHWKLQJ�
that can be given and taken away by circumstance, social regard, 
and self-regard.

In 2011, the Canada and Bermuda Territory initiated “The Dig-
nity Project.” It linked a public poll on human dignity with The 
Salvation Army’s social services work, with the aim of publicly 
promoting the work of The Salvation Army. One of its tag lines 
ZDV��´$�OLIH�LQ�SRYHUW\�LV�H[WUHPHO\�GLIÀFXOW�DQG�FDQ�URE�\RX�RI�
basic dignity.”13 More recently, I have found a similar usage of 
dignity in the Canada and Bermuda Territorial Annual Report for 
2018-19: “The Salvation Army gives hope and dignity to vulner-
able people today and every day in over 400 communities across 
Canada and in 131 countries around the world!”14 The Canada 
and Bermuda Territory is not alone in using dignity this way. For 
instance, the Salvation Army’s International Annual Day of Prayer 
IRU�9LFWLPV�RI�+XPDQ�7UDIÀFNLQJ�WDJ�IRU������ZDV��´5HVWRUH�%UR-
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ken Dignity.”15

These are not the only examples to be found, but I trust they 
DUH�VXIÀFLHQW�WR�VSHDN�WR�P\�SRLQW��:KHQ�GLJQLW\�LV�XVHG�LQ�WKLV�
ZD\��7KH�6DOYDWLRQ�$UP\�FUHDWHV�WZR�SULPDU\�ULVNV��7KH�ÀUVW�ULVN�
pertains to the people served by The Salvation Army. The second 
pertains to those of us who make up The Salvation Army.

What is at risk for those we serve relates to their self-regard. A 
video ad for The Dignity Project illustrates this.16 It features a num-
ber of people in a grocery store struggling to reach a food item on 
WKH�WRS�VKHOI��7KH�ÀQDO�SHUVRQ�LQ�WKH�ÀOP�LV�D�ORQH�HOGHUO\�ZRPDQ��
She is the one who struggles most to grasp at something to eat. It 
LV�QRW�D�YHU\�GLJQLÀHG�SRUWUDLW��7DNLQJ�DGYDQWDJH�RI�D�SLWLIXO�FLU-
cumstance, an accompanying caption makes a conscience-easing 
suggestion: “With your donation, dignity for all is within reach.” 
Doubtless, the woman in the ad is a model. But the image teach-
es that human dignity is dependent on the charity of others. The 
audience is called on to ameliorate the woman’s circumstance but 
is not responsible to offer her social regard or directly invest in 
her self-regard. That, it is presumed, is the work of The Salvation 
Army.

The Salvation Army may not be able to make wholesale changes 
to the regard our society shows for people like the woman in the 
photograph. Nonetheless, we are called to testify to their intrinsic 
dignity and claim it as central to their identity as a human being. 
The Canada and Bermuda Territorial Perspective on Human Dig-
QLW\�DIÀUPV�WKLV��´(YHQ�ZKHUH�SHRSOH�PD\�IHHO�WKHLU�RZQ�GLJQLW\�
is compromised by the circumstances of their life, The Salvation 
Army is compelled to witness to God’s equal regard for all human 
beings and the dignity that is inherent in each of us.”

However, when The Salvation Army places emphasis on the ex-
trinsic goods we supply, our words fail to couch this service in the 
understanding of the intrinsic dignity of the people we serve. We 
“do something” for people we presume cannot do very much. My 
fear is that this emphasis will lead us to a place where we regard 
the value of those we serve primarily as extrinsic. This change in 
regard will only reinforce low social regard toward and low self-re-
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gard held by the people we serve.
This is not gospel. In expressing the aims of his mission, Wil-

liam Booth focused on leading people toward permanent liveli-
hood: 

The indirect features of the Scheme must not be such 
as to produce injury to the persons whom we seek 
WR�EHQHÀW��0HUH�FKDULW\��IRU�LQVWDQFH��ZKLOH�UHOLHYLQJ�
the pinch of hunger, demoralises the recipient; and 
whatever the remedy is that we employ, it must be 
of such a nature as to do good without doing evil at 
the same time. It is no use conferring sixpennyworth 
RI�EHQHÀW�RQ�D�PDQ�LI��DW�WKH�VDPH�WLPH��ZH�GR�KLP�D�
shilling’sworth of harm.17

Now to a second risk that comes with using the term “dignity” 
only according to its extrinsic meaning. We may make idols of 
The Salvation Army and our work. We “do something” for people 
not always with a spirit of humility but often with a spirit of pride. 
When we say “We give dignity” or “We restore dignity,” we rein-
force the social structures of power that make those we serve vul-
QHUDEOH�LQ�WKH�ÀUVW�SODFH��7KH�SRRU�PD\�DOZD\V�EH�ZLWK�XV��EXW�QRW�
to give us something to do, and certainly not to make us feel better 
about ourselves. The poor are with us because God loves them. 
$QG�ZH�EHQHÀW�IURP�OHDUQLQJ�WR�UHFRJQL]H�WKHLU�LQWULQVLF��LQGHOLEOH��
inviolable God-given dignity.

If The Salvation Army has one thing to say about human beings, 
it is that even the poorest, dirtiest, smelliest, sickest person has 
dignity. Intrinsic human dignity is not something that can be ele-
vated by social rank or diminished by a hospital gown. Dignity is 
ZKDW�FDOOV�XV�WR�UHFRJQL]H��DIÀUP��DQG�KRQRXU�WKH�SHRSOH�ZH�VHUYH��
We can do better in making this our identity, our practice, and our 
public witness.
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The Sacred Rhythm of 
Family and Ministry: 
Elusive or Attainable? 

Catherine Mount

Introduction
If there is a soundtrack to family life, it might be found some-

where between the staccatos of Baby Shark and the serenity of 
Brahms’ lullaby, or maybe in your house, it is between a brass 
band march and the most recent hip-hop album. Regardless of the 
rhythm, the goal is often the same, to create an environment that 
stimulates a child and helps him or her to thrive. However, as is the 
nature of a world infected by sin and Satan’s arrows, even the most 
beautiful and innocent relationships, like parent and child, can be 
IUDXJKW�ZLWK�KDUGVKLS�DQG�GLIÀFXOW\�1 It can make any parent won-
der, whether that parent is a follower of Jesus or not, why is parent-
ing so hard? And in the realm of Salvation Army ministry, it begs 
to ask the question, “Can I be a good parent and a good Salvation 
$UP\�RIÀFHU�DW�WKH�VDPH�WLPH"µ

There is no family exempt from the reality that parenting is the 
best and the hardest gift a person or couple can receive. The awe-
some responsibility of keeping another human being alive, nur-
tured, sheltered, educated, and fed is a surprisingly challenging and 
an exhausting task, especially when a child hits adolescence and 
hormones come into play. When expectations of others are added 
LQWR�WKDW�VFHQDULR��OLNH�UHYLHZLQJ�RIÀFHUV�RU�FULWLFDO�PHPEHUV�RI�
Catherine Mount is a captain in The Salvation Army and presently serves as the 
&RUSV�2I¿FHU�RI�WKH�1RUULGJH�&LWDGHO�&RUSV��LQ�1RUULGJH��,OOLQRLV�
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a congregation, it can become even more complicated. Between 
IXOÀOOLQJ�WKH�RIÀFHU�FRYHQDQW�DQG�PDLQWDLQLQJ�WKH�H[SHFWDWLRQV�
imposed by institutional bureaucracy and tradition, there are many 
GHPDQGV�RQ�WKH�OLIH�RI�D�6DOYDWLRQ�$UP\�RIÀFHU�WKDW�FDQ�EH�RYHU-
whelming and time consuming. The question remains: “Can I be a 
JRRG�SDUHQW�DQG�D�JRRG�6DOYDWLRQ�$UP\�RIÀFHU�DW�WKH�VDPH�WLPH"µ
7KH�RIÀFHU�FRYHQDQW�GHFODUHV��´,�ELQG�P\VHOI�WR�+LP�LQ�WKLV�

solemn covenant to love and serve Him supremely all of my days, 
WR�OLYH�WR�ZLQ�VRXOV�DQG�PDNH�WKHLU�VDOYDWLRQ�WKH�ÀUVW�SXUSRVH�RI�
my life . . .”2�$Q�RIÀFHU�IXHOHG�E\�WKH�VDFUHG�PLVVLRQ�RI�ZLQQLQJ�
souls might see the responsibility of marriage and parenthood as a 
distraction from that covenant. However, God’s design for family 
is not a hindrance for His great redemption plan. Rather, the model 
RI�D�VDQFWLÀHG�IDPLO\�LV�DQ�DVVHW�WR�ZLQQLQJ�WKH�ZRUOG�IRU�-HVXV��
2IÀFHUVKLS�DQG�IDPLO\�OLIH�DUH�QRW�LQ�FRPSHWLWLRQ��WKH\�DUH�WZR�GLV-
tinct responsibilities and callings that work together to witness to 
the world. And when fueled by the Holy Spirit, the sacred rhythm 
between family and ministry is attainable, and it is a beautiful wit-
ness of grace in relationships.

The Goal
So, what is the goal? The goal is not simply to keep children alive 

(although sometimes it seems that is all a parent has the energy to 
do!). The goal is to train up a child. But to train them into what?

In the Western world, many children are aggressively trained on 
how to be athletes and musicians in the hope that they would re-
ceive scholarships to college and/or be able to become professional 
athletes or musicians.3  Families spend, arguably, extreme amounts 
of money on their children’s athletic endeavors. One report states 
that “Most American families (63%) spend anywhere from $100 to 
$499 per child each month on youth sports.”4 It is no surprise that 
many Christian families, including Salvation Army families, prior-
LWL]H�VSRUWV�RU�KREELHV�LQ�WKHLU�ÀQDQFHV�DQG�LQ�WKHLU�VFKHGXOHV�RYHU�
PLVVLRQDO�SULRULWLHV��)DPLOLHV�DUH�LQYHVWLQJ�VLJQLÀFDQW�WLPH�DQG�
money in training up their children in sport. Do they have the same 
kind of commitment when it comes to training up their child as a 
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follower of Jesus? It is clear that scripture places an importance on 
the training of children. In Proverbs 22:6, Solomon declares, “Start 
children off on the way they should go, and even when they are 
old they will not turn from it.” In the familiar King James Version, 
“start” is translated as “train up,” and what does that look like? 
Consider Deuteronomy 6:4-9:

 4 Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. 
5 Love the Lord your God with all your heart and 
with all your soul and with all your strength. 6 These 
commandments that I give you today are to be on 
\RXU�KHDUWV����,PSUHVV� WKHP�RQ�\RXU�FKLOGUHQ��7DON�
about them when you sit at home and when you walk 
along the road, when you lie down and when you get 
up. 8 Tie them as symbols on your hands and bind 
them on your foreheads. 9 Write them on the door-
frames of your houses and on your gates (emphasis 
added).

IMPRESS the commandments on your children. TALK about 
Jesus in your everyday life. LET the WORD of God be present all 
around; in your home, in your car, on your t-shirts, on your jewel-
ry. Salvationists, let alone parents, MUST ask the question: is the 
GOSPEL central and ever present in the daily life of the family? 
The way to TRAIN UP a child is to grow and learn in an environ-
PHQW�WKDW�LV�RYHUÁRZLQJ�ZLWK�HYLGHQFH�RI�WKH�:RUG�DQG�WKH�ZRUN�
of the Holy Spirit. There are thousands of self-help books designed 
to teach better parenting skills. The truth is the greatest teacher of 
all is God Himself. Jesus provides a sweet example of His tender-
ness and regard for children. Matthew 18:1-7 says:

At that time the disciples came to Jesus and asked, 
“Who, then, is the greatest in the kingdom of heav-
en?” 2 He called a little child to him, and placed the 
child among them. 3 And he said, “Truly I tell you, 
unless you change and become like little children, 
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you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. 4 There-
fore, whoever takes the lowly position of this child is 
the greatest in the kingdom of heaven. 5 And whoever 
welcomes one such child in my name welcomes me. 6 
If anyone causes one of these little ones—those who 
believe in me—to stumble, it would be better for them 
to have a large millstone hung around their neck and 
WR�EH�GURZQHG�LQ�WKH�GHSWKV�RI�WKH�VHD����:RH�WR�WKH�
world because of the things that cause people to 
stumble! Such things must come, but woe to the per-
son through whom they come!”

Woe to those who might make a child stumble! Salvationists are 
called to a mission of evangelism and discipleship, and their home 
LV�WKH�ÀUVW�SODFH�WR�VWDUW��2IÀFHUVKLS�LV�QRW�LQ�FRPSHWLWLRQ�ZLWK�
your family. While every family and parent/child relationship is 
different—different personalities, different circumstances, different 
extenuating factors—the goal is always the same. Regardless of the 
differences, the goal is to train up a child.

What are most parents training up their children to be? Success-
ful students? Competent consumers of media? Critical thinkers 
for the business world? Good people? We are called to move past 
training our children in moral therapeutic deism5 and instead to 
WUDLQ�WKHP�WR�EH�UDGLFDOO\�VDYHG��VDQFWLÀHG�YHVVHOV�IRU�*RG·V�JORU\��
General William Booth has an interesting, if antiquated, book 
published in 1888, entitled “The Training of Children: or, How 
to Make Children into Saints and Soldiers of Jesus Christ”.6 It is 
LQFUHGLEO\�WKRURXJK��RFFDVLRQDOO\�RIIHQVLYH��DQG�YHU\�VSHFLÀF�LQ�
KRZ�WR�WUDLQ�FKLOGUHQ��7KH�*HQHUDO��LW�VHHPV��KDG�D�VSHFLÀF�RSLQLRQ�
about most things, including dietary habits for children, how they 
should spend their time, what they should read, how they should 
dress, and how their physical ailments should be treated (thank 
you, Catherine Booth, for the health section!). While Booth’s 
guidelines may be a bit extreme, his purpose was clear. He was 
communicating the great need for parents to make choices that 
would cultivate the soil of their children’s lives for salvation and 
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VDQFWLÀFDWLRQ�
Ultimately, the model for and the soldiers’ charge for service 

as a parent is simple: Be. Like. Jesus. Titus 2:7-8 says, “In every-
thing set them an example by doing what is good. In your teaching 
show integrity, seriousness, and soundness of speech that cannot be 
condemned, so that those who oppose you may be ashamed be-
cause they have nothing bad to say about us.” A parent is a child’s 
ÀUVW�H[DPSOH��,W�LV�WKH�ÀUVW�SODFH�WKH\�FDQ�ZLWQHVV�WKH�IUXLW�RI�WKH�
Holy Spirit at work. Parenting is not separate from a Salvationists’ 
call to holiness or vocational ministry, rather it can often be the 
relationship in which the Holy Spirit works out their salvation the 
most. The infant, the school age, the adolescent, the young adult 
child are all in need of a parent to love them and disciple them 
in Christ. How can that imperative be in competition with a mis-
sion to win the world for Jesus? When indeed, Jesus calls his own 
disciples to honor children, so should The Salvation Army. Parents 
modeling Christ-like behavior is the most convenient and natural 
route to bearing witness to the Kingdom of God. How could that 
be in competition with vocation ministry? It is the ministry.

The Challenges
3DUHQWLQJ��DQG�RIÀFHUVKLS��DUH�QRW�ZLWKRXW�WKHLU�WURXEOHV��*HQHU-

al Booth expounds:

%XW� LV� QRW� WKLV� WDVN� RI� WUDLQLQJ� FKLOGUHQ� YHU\� GLIÀ-
cult and troublesome? Yes, we doubt not it is. But so 
are many other tasks on which men set themselves, 
and which they accomplish successfully, in spite of 
WKH�WURXEOH�DQG�GLIÀFXOW\��0HQ�DUH�DW�HQGOHVV�WURXEOH�
in training plants, trees, and animals, in managing 
business, in devising political schemes, and a million 
RWKHU�WKLQJV�DOO�RI�ZKLFK�DUH�RI�FRPSDUDWLYHO\�WULÁLQJ�
importance when placed alongside this duty. Plants, 
animals, business, and politics are things of an hour, 
and perish almost in the very using. But the children 
that are playing about your feet or lying in your bo-
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som will live forever in happiness or misery--happi-
ness or misery which will be increased, if not actual-
ly brought about by the training you give them. Not 
only so, but in the Hell or Heaven they will ultimate-
ly reach, there will sink or rise with them multitudes 
RI�RWKHUV�ZKRP�WKH\�KDYH�LQÁXHQFHG�RQH�ZD\�RU�WKH�
other. Oh, what a trust is yours!”7

What a trust is yours, indeed! The task is not easy, but it has 
HWHUQDO�UDPLÀFDWLRQV��7KH�VLJQLÀFDQW�LPSDFW�RI�D�SDUHQW�FKLOG�
relationship might not only change the world, but the eternity of 
DQ\RQH�LQ�WKHLU�VSKHUH�RI�LQÁXHQFH��7KH�FKDOOHQJHV�DUH�ZRUWK�WKH�
eternal impact.
2QH�VXFK�FKDOOHQJH�VSHFLÀFDOO\�LQ�WKH�RIÀFHU�SDUHQW�UHDOP�LV�

managing the perceptions of others. There is a “preachers’ kid” 
VWHUHRW\SH�WKDW�VWLOO�KRYHUV�RYHU�FKLOGUHQ�RI�RIÀFHUV��DQG�WKH�H[SHF-
WDWLRQ�RI�D�6DOYDWLRQ�$UP\�RIÀFHU�WR�KDYH�SROLWH��KRO\��FKLOGUHQ�LV�
a ridiculous idea. Any person who has met a toddler or a teenager 
knows the unpredictable nature, that is the human nature, of a 
child. There is a vague lyric that goes, “I don’t wanna be a preach-
er’s kid, The Salvation Army save my soul, I don’t wanna be a 
preacher’s kid, I just wanna rock’n’roll.”8 It is natural for children 
to rebel against their parents, and what their parents associate 
with—and it is often entangled with their own pursuit of and/or 
working out of their salvation. Now, it is realistic to expect that 
WKHUH�DUH�EHQHÀWV�WR�D�IDPLO\�ZKHQ�IRXQGDWLRQDO�SLHFHV�RI�GLVFL-
pline are established when a child is young. However, regardless of 
a parent’s best efforts, there are often if not always uncontrollable 
variables that effect children’s behavior and choices regardless 
of a parent’s efforts to train them up in the way of the Lord. The 
best way to manage perception is to be appropriately honest (with 
UHVSHFW�WR�\RXU�IDPLO\·V�FRQÀGHQFH���ZLWK�WKRVH�ZKRVH�SHUFHSWLRQV�
may need adjusting. Ultimately, the only perception with which to 
be concerned is the Lord’s.

While managing perceptions can be a challenge when navigat-
LQJ�WKH�SDUHQWLQJ�DQG�RIÀFHUVKLS�UROHV��DQRWKHU�FKDOOHQJH�DQG�VNLOO�
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is managing expectations. Clearly communicating to children, to 
congregations, and employees can be a constant challenge. What 
PDNHV�WKH�WDVN�HYHQ�PRUH�GLIÀFXOW�LV�WKDW�H[SHFWDWLRQV�DQG�UHDOLW\�
DUH�RIWHQ�DW�RGGV�LQ�D�ZRUOG�LQÁXHQFHG�E\�VLQIXO�QDWXUH�DQG�WKH�
devil’s active assault in spiritual warfare. The only expectations 
WKDW�RIÀFHUV�VKRXOG�FRQVLGHU�DUH�WKH�H[SHFWDWLRQV�RI�&KULVW��DQG�
WKH\�DUH�VR�JUDFH�ÀOOHG�WKDW�LW�VKRXOG�QRW�EH�D�EXUGHQ�9�7KH�RIÀFHU�
covenant and the family covenant can coexist in gospel-centered 
OLYLQJ��3DUHQWLQJ�LV�GLIÀFXOW�EHFDXVH�EHOLHYHUV�DUH�LQ�D�EDWWOH�ZLWK�
6DWDQ��2IÀFHUVKLS�LV�GLIÀFXOW�EHFDXVH�RIÀFHUV�DUH�LQ�D�EDWWOH�ZLWK�
Satan. And one of Satan’s great lies is that family cannot co-exist 
with ministry in a healthy way. Excellent parenting requires Spir-
LW�ÀOOHG��KRO\�OLYLQJ��([FHOOHQW�RIÀFHUVKLS�UHTXLUHV�6SLULW�ÀOOHG��
holy living. And the Spirit is the best communicator, especially in 
regards to expectations.

While perception and expectation are external challenges that 
HIIHFW�WKH�SDUHQW�RIÀFHU�UROHV��WKHUH�DUH�WZR�GLVWLQFW�LQWHUQDO�GDQ-
JHUV�WR�ERWK�SDUHQWLQJ�DQG�RIÀFHUVKLS�WKDW�SRVH�D�WKUHDW�WR�KHDOWK\��
holy family and ministry. They are simply the pursuit of happiness 
and the dance with idolatry. Being happy is not wrong, but pursu-
ing happiness before the pursuit of holiness is an equation that will 
QHJDWLYHO\�DIIHFW�SDUHQWLQJ�DQG�RIÀFHUVKLS�10 General Booth says 
the following in regards to the danger of ‘pursuing happiness’ as 
the goal of training a child:

Most fathers and mothers are more anxious about the 
happiness of their children than they are about their 
own. There are very few parents who are not perfect-
ly willing, and who do not every day forego their own 
comfort in order to promote that of their children...
Parents think and say that it is their chief concern to 
make their children happy. Then what ought they to 
do? Why, common sense and their Bibles, and the 
religious teaching they possess, however little that 
may be, should compel them to take that course 
which alone is calculated to make them GOOD. The 
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Kingdom of Heaven, for children as well as for men 
DQG� ZRPHQ�� FRQVLVWV�� ÀUVW� LQ� 5,*+7(2861(66��
and then PEACE, and Joy in the Holy Ghost. Father, 
mother, take the Saviour’s counsel, and ‘seek’ for 
your children ‘FIRST the Kingdom of God, and all 
other things shall be added’ unto them. Do parents 
act thus generally with their children? Alas, they do 
not! Look at them in your own circle; many of them 
professedly Christians. Nay, look at yourself. How 
are you acting? Is it not a common thing for parents 
to say-perhaps not with their lips, but by their con-
duct, and we all know that actions speak louder than 
words-‘I want my children to be happy, therefore I 
will work, and weep, and pray to make them rich, or 
clever, or beautiful, or famous, or learned, or some-
thing of the same kind’? And does it not, also, almost 
always invariably follow that when God allows these 
poor, misguided children to reach the bubble sought, 
it is only to have it burst in their despairing grasp, 
and go out in darkness, often taking them with it?11

The pursuit of “happy” is a fragile bubble that will burst as soon 
as it is achieved. The world easily deceives that “stuff” and “op-
portunities” will provide for the soul ache that children and adults 
DOLNH�FDQ�RQO\�KDYH�VDWLVÀHG�E\�WKH�UHGHPSWLYH�SRZHU�RI�*RG�
+LPVHOI��2IÀFHUV�DQG�SDUHQWV�DOLNH�DUH�LQ�JUHDW�GDQJHU�RI�SXUVXLQJ�
KDSSLQHVV�DQG�DEDQGRQLQJ�RXU�ÀUVW�FDOO�WR�6((.�DIWHU�*RG��+DSSL-
ness itself is not a condition that deters from a relationship with the 
Lord, however chasing happiness can absolutely distract parents 
DQG�FKLOGUHQ�IURP�WKHLU�ÀUVW�FDOOLQJ�DV�FKLOGUHQ�RI�*RG��$QG�WKLV�LV�
a dangerous reality that is too easily taught to the next generation. 
Pursuing holiness is the only antidote. The Holy Spirit is just as 
available to children as He is to adults, what a privilege it can be to 
teach children how to follow Jesus and respond to the Holy Spirit 
in their own spiritual walk. Beware of chasing happiness rather 
than holiness. It is a parenting and a ministry danger that will cor-
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rupt the mission. 
While chasing happiness can be a detriment to ministry and 

parenting, an equally dangerous threat is when the created thing 
EHFRPHV�D�JRG��3DUHQWKRRG�DQG�PLQLVWU\�WKURXJK�RIÀFHUVKLS�DUH�
both beautiful gifts from God. However, when the gift becomes the 
god, there is great hazard for one’s own spiritual development, let 
alone in the example that is given to children. Obsessing over chil-
GUHQ�DQG�À[DWLQJ�RQ�WKH�PLQLVWU\�WKDW�KDV�EHHQ�DVVLJQHG�E\�*RG��
at the expense of personal and vibrant relationship with Jesus, will 
DOZD\V�UHVXOW�LQ�GHVSDLU��)XUWKHUPRUH��À[DWLQJ�RQ�RQH�RI�WKRVH�JLIWV�
over the other will create discord and dysfunction. When a child or 
children become an idol in the life of a believer, their ministry will 
suffer. When a ministry becomes an idol in the life of a believer, the 
family will suffer. Finding the sacred rhythm where both coexist to 
JLYH�JORU\�WR�*RG�LV�DQ�LQGLYLGXDO�DQG�VSHFLÀF�HQGHDYRU��7KH�RQO\�
model that can fuel that sacred rhythm is a healthy relationship 
ZLWK�-HVXV�&KULVW�DQG�DQ�RYHUÁRZLQJ�SUHVHQFH�RI�WKH�+RO\�6SLULW�

The Framework for Sacred Rhythm
Family and ministry do not have to be competition, and there are 

WKUHH�OHJV�RI�D�SDUHQW�RIÀFHU�IUDPHZRUN�WKDW�FDQ�EH�KHOSIXO�LQ�WKH�
MRXUQH\�RI�SDUHQWLQJ�DV�D�6DOYDWLRQ�$UP\�RIÀFHU��)LUVW��SDUHQWLQJ�
at its best occurs within a community of believers. Knowing that 
others have walked this path before and alongside one another pro-
vides a security of experience and support. Moreover, it provides 
a network of people to rely upon when crisis, or even exhaustion, 
are threatening a family. It must be noted that a community is not 
a community simply because it is called that by name. It requires 
relationship building and vulnerability to build a place of safety 
DQG�SURYLVLRQ��7KLV�FDQ�EH�D�XQLTXH�FKDOOHQJH�IRU�RIÀFHUV�EHFDXVH�
RI�WKH�DSSRLQWPHQW�DQG�PRYH�F\FOH��,W�FDQ�EH�GLIÀFXOW�WR�FRQQHFW�LQ�
new places, especially during critical years of children’s develop-
ment. It makes it that much more important for the parent to take 
WKH�OHDG�RQ�EXLOGLQJ�VROLG�DQG�EHQHÀFLDO�FRPPXQLW\�UHODWLRQVKLSV��
While nothing truly replaces a face-to-face relationship, virtual 
communities can be of assistance in creating a safe place for sup-
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port and comradery, however, they are inadequate when a friend is 
needed to help in the home or help at the corps. Nevertheless, con-
necting to a community of believers for mutual support and com-
mon mission will always yield good fruit. There is a deep richness 
when a multi-generational group of like-minded people choose to 
journey in faith and life together.

A second part of the framework that yields good fruit in parent-
LQJ�DQG�LQ�DQ�RIÀFHU·V�PLQLVWU\�LV�DQ�HJDOLWDULDQ�PDUULDJH��REYLRXV-
ly this framework is not applicable for single parents). Even within 
The Salvation Army, there are plenty of marriages that do not func-
tion under the egalitarian banner of understanding. An egalitarian 
marriage encourages both mother and father to fully engage in all 
DVSHFWV�RI�KRPH�DQG�RIÀFHU�OLIH��*RG�KDG�D�EHDXWLIXO�GHVLJQ�IRU�
family, and when both husband and wife draw near to God, they 
draw near to each other and are able to minister to their family and 
to their appointments in the most effective way. Full partnership is 
truly the greatest gift in a family. Success in an egalitarian relation-
ship and ministry requires above and beyond communication and 
commitment to working as a team, and the best model for that is to 
submit to one another in love.12

7KH�ÀQDO�SLHFH�RI�WKH�IUDPHZRUN�LV�JUDFH��*UDFH�XSRQ�JUDFH��
Each child, each parent, each appointment is unique. They have 
different demands, they present varying challenges, and the truth 
LV��ERWK�RIÀFHUVKLS�DQG�SDUHQWLQJ�FDQ�EH�H[KDXVWLQJ��SK\VLFDOO\�DQG�
emotionally. The only true relief is Jesus Christ. The application of 
JUDFH�LQ�SDUHQWLQJ�DQG�RIÀFHUVKLS�PLJKW�ORRN�OLNH�VHWWLQJ�KHDOWK\�
boundaries for your family and in your appointment. It creates 
space for mistakes, and forgiveness, and repentance. Grace creates 
space for honesty and truth. Grace makes room for realistic expec-
tations and generous margins for error. It is the most vital piece of 
the framework as it is modeled directly after the very character of 
Christ. It is not only necessary. It is essential.

Conclusion
$Q\�6DOYDWLRQ�$UP\�RIÀFHU�ZKR�LV�D�SDUHQW�FRXOG�SURYLGH�

personal anecdotes for any of the thoughts above. Parenting is 
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an experience laced with joy, laughter, fear, embarrassment, and 
every emotion known to man. In fact, the same could be said of 
6DOYDWLRQ�$UP\�RIÀFHUVKLS��%RWK�FDOOLQJV��WR�SDUHQW�DQG�WR�VHUYH�LQ�
WKH�XQLTXH�PLQLVWU\�RI�RIÀFHUVKLS��DUH�RSSRUWXQLWLHV�WR�\LHOG�IUXLW�
for the Kingdom of God. And the design was never for them to be 
in competition. In fact, the possibility for them to honor God in a 
cohesive and sacred rhythm aimed at winning souls is how these 
roles are expressed best. So, when the question is asked: “Can I be 
D�JRRG�SDUHQW�DQG�D�JRRG�6DOYDWLRQ�$UP\�RIÀFHU"µ�7KH�DQVZHU�LV�
simple. Yes.
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Peace to You...
STUDIES IN PAUL'S PEACE

Lyell and Elaine Rader

Let no man think that sudden in a minute 
All is accomplished and the work is done;— 

Though with thine earliest dawn thou shouldst begin it 
Scarce were it ended in thy setting sun

(Myers, St. Paul, 1916:18).

Introduction
You can stand at the place where God gripped him, the tempes-

tuous Saul, so cocksure and so wrong. And you can see, too, the 
place where they led him, sightless, so crooked and subdued, down 
the street Straight. “Brother Saul,” Ananias began, laying his hands 
upon him to restore his sight, to immerse him in water and Spirit, 
to tell him who he would be.

Paul appears to rise phoenix-like from the ashes of the old life. 
He begins immediately to preach (Ac 9:20). But the story is more 
complex: three years in Damascus and its desolate environs, ten 
\HDUV�RXW�RI�YLHZ�LQ�6\ULD��WKHQ�D�PLVVLRQ�RI�ÀWV�DQG�VWDUWV�DQG�
trouble beyond the bearing. Withal Paul knows peace (eirene, sha-
lom). It becomes his invariable greeting, the still point of a turbu-
lent life, the fruit of Jesus’ spirit, a vintage for all seasons.

Lyell and Elaine Rader retired as Lt. Colonels in The Salvation Army. This paper 
ZDV�¿UVW�GHOLYHUHG�DW�WKH�86$�6RXWKHUQ�7HUULWRULDO�+HDGTXDUWHUV�2I¿FHUV¶�&RXQFLOV�
on March 13-16, 2006, Gatlinburg, Tennessee.
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Spring:  The Holy Seed
I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you. In a little while 

the world will no longer see me, but you will see me; because I 
live, you also will live.... They who have my commandments and 
keep them are those who love me; and those who love me will be 

loved by my Father, and I will love them and reveal myself to them.

... I have said these things to you while I am still with you. But the 
Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, 
will teach you everything, and remind you of all that I have said to 
you. Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. I do not give to 
you  as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do 
QRW�OHW�WKHP�EH�DIUDLG��-Q����������������������$'�����-HUXVDOHP��

A Nashville disk jockey interviewed Jim Wallis, the Christian 
social activist, introducing himself: “I’m a secular Jewish country 
music songwriter. But I love your stuff.” He told Wallis he thought 
that a new movement was emerging but it needed a name. “I think 
you should call yourselves ‘The Red Letter Christians,’ for the red 
parts of the Bible that highlight the words of Jesus. I love the red 
letter stuff.”

The truth is that there are many people who like 
the ‘red letter stuff,’ and many of them are not even 
Christians. Try it yourself sometime. Go out on the 
street or to your school or workplace and take a poll. 
Ask people what they think Jesus stood for. You’re 
likely to hear things like “stood with poor people,” 
or “compassionate,” or “loving,” or “he was for 
peace.” Then ask them what Christians or the church 
stand for. And you’re likely to hear some very differ-
ent things. We have a problem (Wallis, Sojourners, 
March, 2006:7).

Somewhere, somehow, Paul learned the red letter stuff, accounts 
like the text above from the Upper Room. Peace is a holy seed 
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dropped into Paul’s heart. It will grow.
Peace is God’s dream of a world that is harmonious and whole, a 

FRUQXFRSLD�RI�JRRG��:H�QHYHU�ÀQG�LW�DORQH��-HVXV�PDNHV�KLV�SURP-
ise at a meal among friends.

Archbishop Desmond Tutu of South Africa tells the story of the 
ROG�ÀOP�¶7KH�'HÀDQW�2QHVµ�ZKLFK�GHSLFWV�WZR�HVFDSHG�FRQYLFWV�
manacled together, one black, the other white. They fall into a mud 
pit. One claws his way nearly to the top but slips backward. The 
only way out is together.

In our world [writes Tutu] we can survive only to-
gether. We can be truly free, ultimately, only togeth-
er. We can be human only together, black and white, 
rich and poor, Christian, Muslim, Hindu, Buddhist, 
and Jew (Tutu, 2004:27).

Peace comes by the Spirit. Dorothy Sayers tells of a Christian 
who is trying to explain the concept of the Trinity to a Japanese 
friend. The friend listens politely but is puzzled. Finally, he says, 
“Honorable Father, very good. Honorable Son, very good. Honor-
able Bird I do not understand at all” (cited in Tucker, 2002:217). 
Who of us understands?

Walter Brueggemann writes:

At the table as nowhere else we are made aware that 
true life is in mystery and not in management. At the 
table there is no worry about numbers of members or 
budget, but only the reminder of meanings given that 
we don’t have to explain or manufacture. It is over-
SRZHULQJ��ZKHQ�ZH�UHÁHFW�RQ�LW��WKDW�DOO�WKH�NH\�YHUEV�
in that drama have him as subject and not us.... It is 
KLV�WDEOH�ZH�DUH�ZHOFRPH�JXHVWV��DQG�ZH�GRQ·W�À[�WKH�
menu or pay the bill (Brueggemann, 200I:154).

Our tables are the emblem of peace—our holiness table and 
mercy seat and all of the other tables of the Army where we break 



 WORD & DEED VOL. XXII, NO. 2 • NOV 202030

the sacramental bread and enact our homespun rituals of reverence.

Summer: The Ripening Fruit
1RZ�WKH�ZRUNV�RI�WKH�ÁHVK�DUH�REYLRXV��IRUQLFDWLRQ��LPSXULW\��

licentiousness, idolatry, sorcery, enmities, strife, jealousy, anger, 
quarrels, dissensions, factions, envy, drunkenness, carousing, and 

things like these. By contrast, the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, 
peace, patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, gentleness, and 
VHOI�FRQWURO��*D����������$'�����ÀUVW�MRXUQH\��IURP�$VLD�0LQRU��

First appointments are killers. Cypress was a fair beginning, but 
then came the malarial lowlands of Perga. When Paul reached An-
tioch, he was sick (Ga 4:13; 2 Co 12:7-8). Mark had deserted. The 
reception was hostile. At Iconium it was as bad. At Lystra, Paul 
was left for dead.
,Q�D�VXUYH\�RI�ÀYH�GHQRPLQDWLRQV�SXEOLVKHG�ODVW�\HDU�RQ�ZK\�

clergy leave local church ministry, the top motivating factors were 
the same across the board: “I felt drained by demands.” “I felt 
lonely and isolated.” “I did not feel supported by denomination-
DO�RIÀFLDOV�µ�´,�IHOW�ERUHG�DQG�FRQVWUDLQHGµ��'HDQ�5��+RJH�DQG�
Jacqueline E. Wenger, Pastors in Transition, reviewed by Wood in 
Christian Century, December 13, 2005:33).

But Paul writes to the churches shortly after his visit of a peace 
that is growing, and of other fruits as well.

In Evelyn Underhill’s words:

The spiritual life consists in His action within us—
His supernatural love and life more and more in-
vading, growing up in us: His sap rising quietly and 
secretly in the soul, bringing forth, not merely nice 
GHYRWLRQDO�ÁRZHUV³EXW�IUXLWV�����+LV�SUHVVXUH�RQ�RXU�
souls is constant. Our self-opening to that pressure is 
part of our freedom and becomes fuller, deeper, more 
generous with the growth of our prayer. The Holy 
Spirit is the Spirit of Creation and where He is pres-
ent there is always growth, never sterility (Underhill, 
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n.d.:4-5).

,W�LV�JRRG�IRU�XV�WR�UHPHPEHU�3DXO·V�GHÀFLWV��$V�8QGHUKLOO�
writes:

Even putting it quite moderately, St. Paul had at least 
as much to put up with as most of us—uncertain 
health, always a bad drag on a public career; a phy-
sique not really strong enough for his intrepid and 
energetic soul; an awkward past to live down and 
an awkward temperament to live with (Underhill, 
n.d.:17).

He was neither perfect nor perfectionistic (the dysfunction 
characterized by intolerance of ambiguity, rigidity and resistance to 
change, tyranny of oughts, fear of mistakes, indecision and doubt, 
denial of reality, false guilt). Withal he was a spiky saint (see Acts 
15:36-40; Php 3:15).

May the God of peace himself sanctify you entirely; 
and may your spirit and soul and body be kept sound 
and blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. The one who calls you is faithful, and he will 
do this (1 Th 5:23-24, AD 51-52, second journey, 
from Corinth).

Several years elapse. Paul is on his second journey in a region 
associated with Alexander the Great, who, by force of arms, sought 
to pacify the whole world. Toward as grand a vision, Paul seems to 
stumble forward. In Thessalonica, he has only three weeks to plant 
a church before he must escape by a whisker (Ac 17:lf.). Berea is 
no better (Ac 17:IOf.). Then on to Athens and Corinth from which 
Paul writes. He has news now of what spiritual immaturity looks 
like: moral concessions to heathendom, free-wheeling theology 
and a fellowship as bruising as bumper cars.

No surprise that he writes about the Holy Spirit. On the edge of 
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retirement, General John Gowans wrote:

There is a Holy Power let loose in the world, and, 
gently, it would be wise to tell maturing children 
about this. New Christians should be informed as 
quickly as possible of this “divine helper,” the teach-
er of Nazareth talked about. We don’t talk enough 
about the “inevitability” of this beautiful Holy Spirit, 
his everywhere-present ability.

Holiness meetings have become infrequent at a time 
when they are most needed…. Sadly, it is often the 
more serious and the most dedicated who leave us. 
I fear the reason is that they want “stronger meat” 
when we offer them unchallenging nourishment.

... There is a hunger for spiritual growth, and we are 
not responding to that cry as we ought (Gowans, 
2002:65-66).

We are the audience, when David McKenna, former president of 
Asbury Theological Seminary, urges Wesleyan leaders to “simplify 
the doctrine... teach the total… preach the promise... disciple 
for development... expect the evidence... model the message” 
(McKenna, 2002:82-83).

6LQFH�ZH�DUH� MXVWLÀHG�E\� IDLWK��ZH�KDYH�SHDFH�ZLWK�
God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom 
we have obtained access [prosagogen]to this grace 
in which we stand; and we boast in our hope of shar-
LQJ�WKH�JORU\�RI�*RG��5R��������$'����RU�����WKLUG�
journey, from Ephesus).
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)RXU�RU�ÀYH�\HDUV�SDVV��1HUR�FRPHV�WR�SRZHU��7KH�IXWXUH�LV�
not assured. Paul writes to the Queen City Rome, a church he has 
QHYHU�YLVLWHG��,W�LV�D�WKHRORJLFDO�ODVW�ZLOO�DQG�WHVWDPHQW��´-XVWLÀHG�
by faith,” he says, “we have peace with God.” The glory of it never 
dims.

In the lore of Lawrence of Arabia is the record of a journey 
across the desert with a party of Arabs. Things became desperate, 
IRRG�DQG�ZDWHU�DOPRVW�JRQH��WKH�VLURFFR�ZLQG�OLNH�D�ÁDPH��6XG-
denly someone asked, “Where is Jasmin?” Another inquired, “Who 
is Jasmin?” “That yellow-faced man from Maan,” came the reply. 
´+H�NLOOHG�D�7XUNLVK�WD[�FROOHFWRU�DQG�ÁHG�WR�WKH�GHVHUW�µ�7KH�ÀUVW�
FRQWLQXHG��´/RRN��-DVPLQ·V�FDPHO�KDV�QR�ULGHU��+LV�ULÁH�LV�VWUDSSHG�
to the saddle, but Jasmin is not there.” A second added, “Someone 
has shot him on the march.” And a third, “He is not strong in the 
head; perhaps he is lost in a mirage. He is not strong in the body; 
perhaps he has fainted and fallen off his camel.” “What does it 
matter?” they concluded. “Jasmin was not worth half a crown.” 
And so the Arabs hunched themselves upon their camels and rode 
on. But Lawrence turned back. After an hour and a half’s ride, 
KH�VDZ�D�ÀJXUH�LQ�WKH�VDQG��-DVPLQ��EOLQG�DQG�PDG�ZLWK�WKLUVW��
Lawrence dismounted to hold to his lips some of the last drops of 
water. Slowly, they returned. “Here is Jasmin,” cried the Arabs, 
amazed. “Jasmin, not worth half a crown, saved at his own risk by 
Lawrence, our Lord” (Barclay, 1960:75).

Let us... pursue [diokomen, hasten, run, press on] 
what makes for peace and for mutual upbuilding [oi-
NRGRPHV� WHV�HLV�DOOHORXV@� �5R��������$'����RU�����
third journey, from Ephesus).

,I�3DXO�KDV�EHHQ�´DIÁLFWHG�LQ�HYHU\�ZD\����SHUSOH[HG����SHUVHFXW-
ed... struck down” (2 Co 4:8-9), he is still moving on. What choice 
is there? On the one hand, the pathos of Theodore Roethke’s “My 
Papa’s Waltz”:
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The whiskey on your breath/ Could make a small 
boy dizzy;/ But I hung on like death;/ Such waltzing 
was not easy.

We romped until the pans/ Slid from the kitchen 
shelf/ My mother’s countenance/ Could not unfrown 
itself.

The hand that held my wrist/ Was battered on one 
knuckle;/ At every step you missed/ My right ear 
scraped a buckle.

You beat time on my head/ With a palm caked by 
dirt,/ Then waltzed me off to bed/ Still clinging to 
your shirt (cited in McCourt, 2005:22).

On the other hand, there is the counsel of Dietrich Bonhoeffer to 
his clandestine seminarians in the Third Reich:

Christianity means community through Jesus Christ 
and in Jesus Christ....What does this mean? It means, 
ÀUVW�� WKDW�D�&KULVWLDQ�QHHGV�RWKHUV�EHFDXVH�RI�-HVXV�
Christ. It means, second, that a Christian comes to 
others only through Jesus Christ. It means, third, that 
in Jesus Christ we have been chosen from eternity, 
accepted in time, and united for eternity.

The Christian needs another Christian who speaks God’s Word 
to him. He needs him again and again when he becomes uncertain 
and discouraged, for by himself he cannot help himself without 
belying the truth (Bonhoeffer, I954:21, 23).
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Autumn: The Trampled Vintage
... Now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been 

brought near by the blood of Christ. For he is our peace; in his 
ÁHVK�KH�KDV�PDGH�ERWK�JURXSV�>-HZV�DQG�*HQWLOHV@�LQWR�RQH�DQG�

has broken down the dividing wall, that is, the hostility between us. 
He has abolished the law with its commandments and ordinances, 
that he might create in himself one new humanity in place of the 

two, thus making peace. So he came and proclaimed peace to you 
who were far off and peace to those who were near; for through 

him both of us have access in one Spirit to the Father (Ep 2:13-18, 
$'��������IURP�SULVRQ��

Paul now is an old husk, but the kernel holds good. He has been 
LQ�ERQGV�IRU�DV�PDQ\�DV�ÀYH�\HDUV��IURP�$FWV����RQZDUG���´,�FDUU\�
the marks [stigmata] of Jesus branded on my body,” he writes (Ga 
6:17). “The body of the humiliation of us” he calls it (Php 3:21). 
:KDW�VFDUV�ZRXOG�UHPDLQ�IURP�ÀYH�ÁRJJLQJV�RI����ODVKHV��WKUHH�
beatings with rods, and pummeling with rocks (2 Co 12:23-27)? 
$QG�ZKDW�LQÀUPLWLHV�IURP�¶µGUXGJHU\�DQG�KDUG�ODERU��PDQ\�D�
long and lonely night without sleep, many a missed meal, blasted 
by the cold, naked to the weather” (2 Co 11:27, Message)? And 
what would be the mental toll?—“That’s not the half of it, when 
you throw in the daily pressures and anxieties of all the churches. 
When someone gets to the end of his rope, I feel the desperation in 
P\�ERQHV��:KHQ�VRPHRQH�LV�GXSHG�LQWR�VLQ��DQ�DQJU\�ÀUH�EXUQV�LQ�
my gut” (2 Co 11:28, Message).
'LYLVLRQ�DQG�FRQÁLFW�KDYH�FRPH�WR�D�KHDG��3DXO�NQRZV�ELWWHUO\�

the folly of it (2 Co 11:26). As the Bedouin proverb says,

I against my brother/ I and my brother against our 
cousin/ I, my brother and my cousin against our 
neighbours/ All of us against the foreigner (cited in 
Stevens, 2004:29).
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Shortly before the outbreak of World War II, Sigmund Freud 
wrote to Albert Einstein:

You are amazed that it is so easy to infect men with 
the war fever, and you surmise that man has in him 
an active instinct for hatred and destruction, amena-
ble to such stimulations. I entirely agree with you. 
I believe in the existence of this instinct and have 
been recently at pains to study its manifestations.... 
The upshot of these observations, as bearing on the 
subject in hand, is that there is no likelihood of our 
being able to suppress humanity’s aggressive tenden-
cies (cited in Stevens, 2004:22).

Anthony Stevens concludes:

Since our species became literate—a mere 5,000 
years ago—written history has mostly been the his-
tory of wars. Practically all frontiers between na-
tions, races, and religions have been established by 
wars, and all previous civilizations perished because 
of them. The earliest records known to archaeology, 
apart from lists of utensils, are the records of war. 
$UPHG�FRQÁLFW��OLNH�VH[��VHHPV�WR�EH�D�SULPDU\�RE-
session of mankind. And it is appropriate to use the 
generic term mankind since war has universally been 
a masculine problem (Stevens, 2004:7).

Paul’s last recollection of a free breath was at a riot in the Jeru-
salem temple where, it was alleged, he had violated the sanctuary 
by allowing a Gentile companion to enter the sacred space (Ac 
21:17f ). A stone barricade stood at the margin of the Court of the 
Gentiles with the warning: “No foreigner may enter within the 
barricade which surrounds the temple and enclosure. Anyone who 
is caught doing so will have himself to blame for what follows 
- death” (Witherington, 1998:654). No trial would be held. The 
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accused would simply be dragged outside and his skull crushed. It 
was held that the temple remained profaned until the trespasser had 
been executed.

But now in Christ....

Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. 
Let your gentleness be known to everyone. The Lord 
is near. Do not worry about anything, but in every-
thing by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving 
let your requests be made known to God. And the 
peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, 
will guard [phrouresei] your hearts and your minds 
>QRHPDWD��WKRXJKWV@�LQ�&KULVW�-HVXV��3KS��������$'�
������IURP�SULVRQ��

In the desolation of his wife’s death, C.S. Lewis wrote Letters to 
0DOFROP��&KLHÁ\�DERXW�3UD\HU. He spoke (autobiographically?) of 
those who pine over the past, asking God to recover to them what 
has been experienced before, what has been lost.

It would be rash to say there is any prayer which 
God never grants. But the strongest candidate is the 
prayer we might express in the single word encore. 
$QG� KRZ� VKRXOG� WKH� ,QÀQLWH� UHSHDW� +LPVHOI"� $OO�
space and time are too little for Him to utter Himself 
in them once.

And the joke, or tragedy, of it all is that these gold-
en moments in the past, which are so tormenting if 
we erect them into a norm, are entirely nourishing, 
wholesome, and enchanting if we are content to ac-
cept them for what they are, for memories. Properly 
bedded down in a past which we do not miserably try 
to conjure back, they will send up exquisite growths. 
/HDYH�WKH�EXOEV�DORQH��DQG�WKH�QHZ�ÁRZHUV�ZLOO�FRPH�
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XS��*UXE�WKHP�XS�DQG�KRSH��E\�IRQGOLQJ�DQG�VQLIÀQJ��
to get last year’s blooms, and you will get nothing. 
“Unless a seed die...” (Lewis, 1964:27).

At Ravensbruck death camp where 92,000 women and children 
died, a prayer was found scrawled on wrapping paper near a dead 
child:

Lord, remember not only the men and women of 
goodwill but also those of ill will. But do not only 
UHPHPEHU�WKH�VXIIHULQJ�WKH\�KDYH�LQÁLFWHG�RQ�XV��UH-
member the fruits we have brought, thanks to this 
suffering - our comradeship, our loyalty, our hu-
mility, the courage, the generosity, the greatness of 
heart which has grown out of all this, and when they 
come to judgment, let all the fruits we have borne 
be their forgiveness (cited in Linn, Fabricant, Linn, 
1988:201).

At his extremity, Paul could turn his anxiety, his regrets, his 
misgivings, into prayer.

Peter Marshall, one-time Chaplain of the U.S. Senate, used to 
tell the story of the keeper of the springs, a forest-dwller in the 
Alps who was hired to clear debris from upstream springs which 
ÁRZHG�LQWR�WKH�WRZQ�EHORZ��2QH�GD\��WKH�WRZQ�FRXQFLO�TXHVWLRQHG�
the budget line for this obscure employee and cancelled his con-
tract. In the autumn, the silt and detritus of the summer gathered 
without release. In the waters below, a tint appeared and then a 
ÀOP\�VOLFN��$�IRXOQHVV�GURYH�WKH�ELUGV�DZD\�DQG�WKHQ�WKH�FKLOGUHQ�
fell ill. There was no respite until the keeper of the springs returned 
and with him life and health.
3DXO�NQHZ�VRXO�ÀWQHVV�ZDV�IRVWHUHG�E\�D�ZRUN�XSVWUHDP��$QG�VR�

peace prevailed. In the paraphrase of J.B. Phillips, who suffered all 
his life from the cruelest depression, there is a poignant note: “... 
The peace of God... will keep constant guard over your hearts and 
minds as they rest in Christ Jesus.”
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As God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe 
yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, 
meekness, and patience. Bear with one another and, 
if anyone has a complaint against another, forgive 
each other; just as the Lord has forgiven you, so you 
also must forgive. Above all, clothe yourselves with 
love, which binds everything together in perfect har-
mony [sundesmos tes teleiotetos, a bond of perfec-
tion]. And let the word of Christ dwell in you richly; 
teach and admonish one another in all wisdom; and 
with gratitude in your hearts sing psalms, hymns, 
and spiritual songs to God. And whatever you do, in 
word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord 
Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him 
�&R����������$'��������IURP�SULVRQ��

Written in life’s autumn, often a time of crises of meaning, these 
words are addressed to a church Paul did not found and never 
visited. It has been called the most unimportant town to which Paul 
ever wrote. But here is a priceless rendering of “the still point of 
the turning world” (TS. Eliot, 1943:15).

To the 21st FHQWXU\�RIÀFHU��3DXO·V�LGHDO�PD\�VHHP�XQDWWDLQDEOH��
Richard Swenson, in The Overload Syndrome, depicts our lives as 
D�UDIW��LWV�IRXU�VLGHV�GHÀQLQJ�RXU�OLPLWV��:H�DZDNHQ�HYHU\�PRUQLQJ�
to the raft, but the river does not remain the same. Imperceptibly, 
it picks up speed, gets deeper, wider, rougher. The falls lie ahead. 
Swenson recalls addressing a congressional audience on the symp-
toms of stress and overload: psychological symptoms such as anx-
iety, depression, confusion, negative thinking; physical symptoms 
such as headaches, unexplained fatigue, indigestion, increased 
infections; behavioral symptoms such as irritability, withdrawal, 
driving too fast. A congressman asked him, “What does it mean if 
you have all of those symptoms?” (Swenson, 1998:39f).

Peace is the personal arbiter. Paul’s sense is closely linked to the 
Hebrew concept of Sabbath. The word itself means “Quit... stop... 
take a break!”  In traditional Jewish homes even today, on the eve 
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of Sabbath, family members greet each other with the words, “Sab-
bath peace!” When the father arrives home from the synagogue he 
places his hands on the heads of his children and recites a blessing: 
to the boys, “May God  make you like Ephraim and Manasseh,” 
and to the girls, “May God make you like Sarah, Rebekah, Ra-
chel and Leah.” He adds, “May the Lord bless you and keep you. 
May the Lord make his face to shine upon you, and be gracious to 
you. May the Lord lift up his countenance upon you, and give you 
peace.” The children reply, “Amen” (Wilson, 1989:218).
:KHUH�DUH�WKH�RIÀFHU·V�6DEEDWK�VSDFHV"�3DXO�ZRXOG�DVN��7KHUH�

is a Jewish saying: “More than Israel kept the Sabbath, the Sabbath 
NHSW�,VUDHOµ��:LOVRQ�������������)DUPHU�SRHW�:HQGHOO�%HUU\�UHÁHFWV�

The mind that comes to rest is tended/ In ways that 
it cannot intend:/ Is borne, preserved, and compre-
hended/ By what it cannot comprehend.

Your Sabbath, Lord, thus keeps us by/ Your will, 
QRW� RXUV��$QG� LW� LV� ÀW�� 2XU� RQO\� FKRLFH� VKRXOG� EH�
to die/ Into that rest, or out of it (cited in Peterson, 
2005:109).

Peace is the communal arbiter as well. It is the “compass nee-
dle” in corporate discernment. How is it that our decisions so often 
go awry? In a chilling editorial, Christianity Today recounted how 
%UXFH�:LONLQVRQ��LQ�������ÁXVK�ZLWK�FHOHEULW\�IURP�WKH�VXFFHVV�
of his Prayer of Jabez, went to impoverished Swaziland to start 
Dream for Africa, a $190 million project that would house 10,000 
orphans on a 32,500 acre complex by the end of this year. The plan 
included a golf course, a dude ranch, abstinence training and the 
planting of 800,000 small vegetable gardens. The project tanked. 
In the face of misunderstanding, resistance and hostility, Wilkinson 
announced last fall that he was taking early retirement and leaving 
Africa.
:KDW�ZHQW�ZURQJ"�7KH�HGLWRULDO�WKHRUL]HV��ÀUVW��RYHUFRQÀGHQFH��
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Wilkinson mistook his vision for God’s plan. In a letter to King 
Mswati demanding quick action, he wrote, “Given the fact that 
Swaziland has been placed on the heart of DFA by God through 
devoted prayer, we believe the country has reached a major junc-
ture in its quest to take ownership of its problems and to embrace 
God’s divine will for Swaziland.” Secondly, naivete. He distrusted 
established institutions and believed he could start de novo. Third-
ly, ignorance. The U.S. Ambassador warned Wilkinson, without 
HIIHFW��WKDW�WKH�SODQ�WR�WDNH�RUSKDQV�RII�WKHLU�ODQG�FRQÁLFWHG�ZLWK�
the local culture. Fourthly, cross cultural miscommunication. He 
misread the people he was trying to help (Christianity Today, 
March, 2006:26).

Corporate discernment provides a corrective lens for our natural 
astigmatisms (our unexamined pre-suppositions and commitments, 
our temperamental biases, our circumscribed experience and 
knowledge).

One hardly needs to mention that autumn is the season of spec-
tacular falls.

Winter: The Mellow Wine
Shun youthful passions and pursue righteousness, faith, love, and 

peace along with those who call on the Lord from a pure heart. The 
Lord’s servant must not be quarrelsome but kindly to everyone, an 
apt teacher, patient, collecting opponents with gentleness .... Con-
WLQXH�LQ�ZKDW�\RX�KDYH�OHDUQHG�DQG�ÀUPO\�EHOLHYHG��NQRZLQJ�IURP�
whom you learned it, and how from childhood you have known the 
sacred writings that are able to instruct you for salvation through  

faith  in Christ Jesus. Do your best to come to me soon (2 Tm 2:22-
25; 4:9, AD 64-68, from death row).

Frank McCourt, Pulitzer Prize-winning novelist, writes of his 
last day, after 30 years as an English teacher in the New York City 
public schools. A boy named Guy Lind is in class. Two years be-
fore, as a sophomore, he brought an umbrella to school and met a 
friend who also had an umbrella. They fenced in an empty hallway 
until an umbrella tip pierced Guy’s eye and paralyzed his side. 
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They took him to Beth Israel Hospital across the street and then 
from state to state and country to country, seeking a cure.

So Guy sits in class that day, a black patch over his eye, a  limp 
arm spanning the desk. He listens to Rachel Blaustein on the other 
side of the room, complaining that she has nothing to write about 
because everything in her life is perfect:  happy, successful parents, 
the privileges of an only child, beauty, health, and Harvard ahead.

Guy recounts his journey of injury and rehabilitation. For all he 
had gone through, he says, he would not want to change anything. 
“In hospital after hospital,” McCourt writes, “he met people shat-
tered, sick, suffering in silence. He said all this put his accident in 
a different perspective. It took him out of himself. No, he wouldn’t 
change a thing.” The bell rings, they sprinkle the teacher with 
confetti. He walks, color-speckled, along the hallway, naming his 
blessings (McCourt, 2005:254f).

Would Paul change a thing now in the winter season? It hadn’t 
gone as expected. The initial vision of turning the nations from 
darkness to light (Ac 26:17-18) was heart stoppingly grand. But 
here in prison, perhaps his successes seem slim: a clutch of small 
congregations, embattled, hanging by a hair, a loyal cadre, and 
detractors everywhere. But would he change a thing?

There may be the brave ambivalence of Bonhoeffer:

Am I really what others tell me?/ Or am I only what 
I myself know of me?/ Troubled, homesick, ill, like 
a bird in a cage,/ gasping for breath, as though one 
VWUDQJOHG�PH���KXQJHULQJ�IRU�FRORUV��IRU�ÁRZHUV��IRU�
songs of birds,/ thirsting for kind words, for human 
company, quivering with anger at despotism and pet-
ty insults,/ anxiously waiting for great events,/ help-
lessly worrying about friends far away,/ empty and 
tired of praying, of thinking, of working,/ exhausted 
and ready to bid farewell to it all./ ... Lonely ques-
tions mock me./ Who I really am, you know me, I am 
thine, O God! (Bonhoeffer, 1999:45-46).
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But in the cold and fetid Mamartine, fouled by rotting food and fe-
ces, Paul awaits his shining day, and writes of purity and gentleness, 
of gratitude and hope, of peace. As he writes, there are distant cries, 
perhaps, from the Circus Maximus. “Timothy,” he says, “run fast. 
The end is good.” God’s pugilist is at peace. “Timothy, come soon.”
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Book Notes
Roger J. Green

The term evangelical is a perfectly good word. It derives from 
the Greek word that has been translated Gospel, the Good News. 
Jesus articulated that Good News right from the beginning of his 
ministry, “ ‘The time has come,’ he said. ‘The Kingdom of God is 
near. Repent and believe the good news!’ ” (Mark 1:15).  The word 
HYDQJHOLFDO�LGHQWLÀHG�WKH�SHULRG�RI�WKH�5HIRUPDWLRQ�DV�YDULRXV�OHDG-
ers began to use the term, especially in reference to the Protestant 
Church and its reliance upon Scripture alone for faith and practice.

Evangelical also became a way of identifying the great eighteenth 
and nineteenth century revivals, such as the Wesleyan Revival in 
England, the First and Second Great Awakenings in America, and 
the Finneyite Revival in America. And of course, these evangelical 
revivals shaped the theology of William and Catherine Booth and 
the founding of The Christian Mission and The Salvation Army. As 
part of its mission statement, the Army still uses the word evangeli-
cal—“an evangelical part of the universal Christian Church.”

In the middle of the twentieth century, a group of leaders in 
American Christianity felt the need to distinguish themselves from 
fundamentalism on the right and liberalism on the left. Identify-
ing themselves with the authority of the Scriptures and with the 
great evangelical movements since the Protestant Reformation, 
they used the term neo-evangelicals. The leadership of this new 
movement included such well-known names as Harold Ockenga, 
Edward Carnell, Carl F. H. Henry and Billy Graham.

However, the term evangelical today has become greatly distort-
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ed by its improper use in the media and by people who self-identify 
as evangelicals without any clear understanding of the history, use 
or basic meaning of the term. This has caused enormous confusion, 
especially in North America. Therefore, I have selected for these 
ERRN�QRWHV�D�VHULHV�RI�ÀYH�WH[WV�WKDW�GHDO�ZLWK�A History of Evan-
gelicalism: People, Movements and Ideas in the English-Speaking 
World��7KHVH�WH[WV�DUH�WKH�ODERUV�RI�VRPH�RI�WKH�ÀQHVW�VFKRODUV�
dealing with the subject of evangelicalism in the context of the 
history of Christianity in England and America. Salvationists will 
want to watch for their story in the broader narrative.

Added to this series will be a book note of a book that we 
reviewed several years ago, but that bears repeating. The book en-
titled Discovering an Evangelical Heritage was written by Donald 
Dayton, who went to be with the Lord on May 2nd. Donald Dayton 
was a remarkable scholar and writer for many reasons, but one of 
KLV�PRVW�VLJQLÀFDQW�FRQWULEXWLRQV�ZDV�EULQJLQJ�WKH�:HVOH\DQ�VWRU\�
and heritage into the wider historical account of evangelicalism 
and the broader Christian Church. His scholarship was a constant 
reminder of how critical the Wesleyan theological vision is to the 
history of the Church since the eighteenth century. Salvationists are 
bearers of that vision and are indebted to Dayton for highlighting 
the importance of both William and Catherine Booth in the shaping 
of the evangelical heritage in the nineteenth century in both the 
equality of women with men in ministry and the care for the poor 
as mandated by Jesus Christ.

So, for the purpose of clarity in understanding the meaning of 
such terms as evangelical and evangelicalism, here are the books 
WKDW�,�VXJJHVW��WKH�ÀUVW�ÀYH�EHLQJ�WKH�VHULHV�RI�$�+LVWRU\�RI�(YDQ-
gelicalism, and the sixth book being Donald Dayton’s book.
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Ed Forster, 101 Everyday Sayings From the Bible 

William W. Francis, Building Blocks of Spiritual Leadership; Celebrate the Feasts  
RI�WKH�/RUG��7KH�&KULVWLDQ�+HULWDJH�RI�WKH�6DFUHG�-HZLVK�)HVWLYDOV

Henry Gariepy, ,VUDHO�/��*DLWKHU��0DQ�ZLWK�D�0LVVLRQ��$�6DOYDWLRQLVW�7UHDVXU\��
365 Devotional Meditations from the Classics to the Contemporary; Andy Miller: A 
Legend and a Legacy

Henry Gariepy and Stephen Court, +DOOPDUNV�RI�7KH�6DOYDWLRQ�$UP\ 

Roger J. Green, The Life & Ministry of William Booth (with Abingdon Press, Nashville); 
:DU�RQ�7ZR�)URQWV��:LOOLDP�%RRWK¶V�7KHRORJ\�RI�5HGHPSWLRQ

+RZ�,�0HW�7KH�6DOYDWLRQ�$UP\��7UXH�6WRULHV�RI�&KULVWLDQ�5HGHPSWLRQ

Carroll Ferguson Hunt, ,I�7ZR�6KDOO�$JUHH (with Beacon Hill Press, Kansas City, MO)

Bob Hostetler, ed., 6DPXHO�/��%UHQJOH¶V�+RO\�/LIH�6HULHV

John C. Izzard, Pen of Flame: The Life and Poetry of Catherine Baird

David Laeger, 6KDGRZ�DQG�6XEVWDQFH��7KH�7DEHUQDFOH�RI�WKH�+XPDQ�+HDUW

John Larsson,�,QVLGH�D�+LJK�&RXQFLO��6D\LQJ�<HV�WR�/LIH

Living Portraits Speaking Still: A Collection of Bible Studies

Herbert Luhn, +RO\�/LYLQJ��7KH�0LQGVHW�RI�-HVXV

R.G. Moyles, ,�.QHZ�:LOOLDP�%RRWK��&RPH�-RLQ�2XU�$UP\��:LOOLDP�%RRWK�LQ�$PHULFD��
Six Visits 1886 – 1907; Farewell to the Founder

Philip Needham, +H�:KR�/DXJKHG�)LUVW��'HOLJKWLQJ�LQ�D�+RO\�*RG, (with Beacon Hill 
Press, Kansas City, MO); When God Becomes Small; Christ at the Door

Joe Noland, A Little Greatness

Quotes of the Past & Present

Lyell M. Rader, 5RPDQFH�	�'\QDPLWH��(VVD\V�RQ�6FLHQFH�	�WKH�1DWXUH�RI�)DLWK

Jonathan S. Raymond, 6RFLDO�+ROLQHVV��7KH�&RPSDQ\�:H�.HHS�

Amy Reardon, +ROLQHVV�5HYHDOHG

R. David Rightmire, Sanctified Sanity: The Life and Teaching of Samuel Logan Brengle; 
The Sacramental Journey of The Salvation Army



7KH�6DOYDWLRQ�$UP\������$Q�2YHUYLHZ�RI�7KH�6DOYDWLRQ�$UP\¶V��0LVVLRQ��2UJDQL]DWLRQ��
and Doctrine

Allen Satterlee, 7XUQLQJ�3RLQWV��+RZ�7KH�6DOYDWLRQ�$UP\�)RXQG�D�'LIIHUHQW�3DWK��
'HWHUPLQHG�WR�&RQTXHU��7KH�+LVWRU\�RI�7KH�6DOYDWLRQ�$UP\�&DULEEHDQ�7HUULWRU\�� 
,Q�WKH�%DODQFH��&KULVW�:HLJKV�WKH�+HDUWV�RI���&KXUFKHV��-R\�5HYHDOHG��7KH�.LQJGRP�
Revealed

7KH�6DOYDWLRQ�$UP\������$Q�2YHUYLHZ�RI�7KH�6DOYDWLRQ�$UP\¶V��0LVVLRQ��2UJDQL]DWLRQ��
and Doctrine

9DOLDQW�DQG�6WURQJ��$�3LFWRULDO�&HOHEUDWLRQ�RI�7KH�6DOYDWLRQ�$UP\¶V�����<HDUV

Harry Williams, $Q�$UP\�1HHGV�$Q�$PEXODQFH�&RUSV��$�+LVWRU\�RI�7KH�6DOYDWLRQ�
$UP\¶V�0HGLFDO�6HUYLFHV 

A. Kenneth Wilson, )UDFWXUHG�3DUDEOHV��$QG�2WKHU�7DOHV�WR�/LJKWHQ�WKH�+HDUW�DQG�
Quicken the Spirit; The First Dysfunctional Family: A Modern Guide to the Book of 
*HQHVLV��,W�6HHPHG�/LNH�D�*RRG�,GHD�DW�WKH�7LPH��6RPH�RI�WKH�%HVW�DQG�:RUVW�'HFLVLRQV�
in the Bible 

A Word in Season: A Collection of Short Stories

Check-Hung Yee, Good Morning China 

Chick Yuill, Leadership on the Axis of Change



The Sacramental 
Journey of The 
Salvation Army

By R. David Rightmire

Through his outstanding 
scholarship, R. David Rightmire 
reveals the theology, context 
and controversy surrounding 
William Booth’s 1883 decision 
to forgo traditional Christian 
sacramental practices within 
his Salvation Army. This new, 
updated volume offers a full 
picture of Booth’s decision: 
investigating its theological 
roots, taking into account its 
practical dimensions, and 
exploring its effects within 
The Salvation Army up to 
the present day.

Order This Book:
Online: Christianbook.com or crestbooks.com  

Call toll-free: 800-337-8135 



The Kingdom 
Revealed

By Allen Satterlee

In this series of 30 devotionals, Allen Satterlee unpacks 
Jesus’ message to His followers, 
revealing countercultural truth to 
transform daily spiritual living. 
Jesus taught that the kingdom 
was not something far off, but 
a depiction of the Christian 
life—a life of holiness—in 
the present. Ideal for group 
or individual Bible study, 
Satterlee’s conversational 
style, personal anecdotes, 
and contextual insights offer 
readers a deeper look into 
some of Jesus’ most well-
known words.

Order This Book:
Online: Christianbook.com or crestbooks.com  

Call toll-free: 800-337-8135 



Identity Revealed
By Major Amy Reardon

“Identity Revealed” is a series of devotionals ideal for 
group or individual Bible study. Major Amy Reardon 
unpacks the beautiful message of liberated humanity—
forgiveness and grace—for all 
people. Readers are encouraged 
to throw off misunderstanding, 
confusion and deception, and 
accept the freedom offered 
through a new identity in 
Christ.

Order This Book:
Online: Christianbook.com or crestbooks.com  

Call toll-free: 800-337-8135 



Now You Know
By Major Frank Duracher

)RU�DOPRVW�ÀYH�GHFDGHV��0DMRU�)UDQN�'XUDFKHU�KDV�
been collecting nearly forgotten anecdotes from The 
Salvation Army’s exciting and inspiring history. Now, he 
skillfully retells 50 of those most 
ironic and intriguing episodes, 
so that you will learn even more 
about the Army you swore you 
knew everything about. As 
you read, you will uncover 
surprising incidents in our 
church’s history. You will 
mine nuggets of Scripture 
WKDW�GHÀQH�ZKR�ZH�DUH�DV�D�
movement. You will have 
a chance to revisit our 
most poignant moments, 
so that you may revel in 
exploring the evolution of 
this miracle we call The 
Salvation Army. 

Order This Book:
Online: Christianbook.com or crestbooks.com  

Call toll-free: 800-337-8135 



Christmas 
Breakthrough

By Phil Needham

Commissioner Phil Needham 
invites readers to take a 41-
days journey. Their guide over 
the course of that journey is 
“Christmas Breakthrough,” a 
series of devotionals relating 
to Advent, Christmas and 
Epiphany. Throughout this 
inspirational text, Needham 
retells the events surrounding 
the birth of Christ and shares 
the many lessons that can be 
learned in revisiting what 
he recognizes as “the most 
important breakthrough in 
human history.”

Order This Book:
Online: Christianbook.com or crestbooks.com  

Call toll-free: 800-337-8135 



Rest—for the 
rest of us
By Lt. Colonel Tim Foley

:KHQ�OLIH�GHPDQGV������DWWHQWLRQ��\RX�PD\�ÀQG�LW�
impossible to rest. We live in 
a fast-paced world. It doesn’t 
slow down, so why should you? 
With an engaging narrative, this 
book provides a refreshing and 
informative take on the subject 
of Sabbath rest. It speaks to 
anyone looking to renew 
WKHLU�VHQVH�RI�MR\�DQG�ÀQG�
options for coping with life’s 
pressures.

Lt. Colonel Tim Foley 
has been a follower of 
Jesus Christ since 1978. 
Commissioned as a 
6DOYDWLRQ�$UP\�RIÀFHU�LQ�
1982, he currently serves 
as the National Secretary for Program & Editor-
in-Chief at National Headquarters in Alexandria, VA. He 
holds a master’s in theology and a doctorate in spiritual 
formation for ministry leaders.

Order This Book:
Online: Christianbook.com or crestbooks.com 

Call toll-free: 800-337-8135; Ebook: Amazon.com
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T he editors of Word & Deed are pleased 

to invite articles, essays, sermons and 

book reviews for publication in the May 

2021 issue of the journal. 

The purpose of Word & Deed is to encourage and 

distribute the thinking of Salvationists and other 

Christian writers on topics broadly related to the 

theology and ministry of The Salvation Army. The journal 

helps explain ideas central to the mission of The Salvation 

Army, exploring the Army’s theology and ministry in 

response to Christ’s command to love God and our 

neighbor.

  Submission Deadline: FEB 1st • 2020 

Requests for style sheets/other correspondence can be addressed to: 

Lt. Col. Tim Foley
The Salvation Army, National Headquarters 

615 Slaters Lane, Alexandria, VA 22313 
tim.foley@usn.salvationarmy.org

All manuscripts should be sent to the journal co-editors: 
rjgreen105@gmail.com

jonraymond1969@gmail.com

Submission Deadline: FEB 1st • 2021

A Journal of  
Salvation Army  

Theology & Ministry
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Manuscripts should be lengths as follows: academic papers (articles, 
literature reviews and essays) – 5,000 words or fewer; sermons – 3,000 
words or fewer; book reviews – 2,000 words or fewer. The title of the 
article should appear at the top of the first page of the text, and the 
manuscript should utilize endnotes, not footnotes. All Bible references 
should be from the New International Version. If another version is used 
throughout the manuscript, indicate the version in the first textual 
reference only. If multiple versions are used, please indicate the version 
each time it changes. Manuscripts must be submitted digitally in Microsoft 
Word format. A 100-word abstract of the paper may be used at the 
discretion of the editors.

CALL FOR PAPERS


